1.1

The simple sentence

A simple sentence in Duteh is structured around the subject and
the main verh. The verb expresses the action. The subject is the
person or thing that undertakes the action. These parts are
inseparable,

The general sentence=structure is as follows:

1
sl mein verh oy frrris |
3 | bel it morgen.
J. | |'l||.“'|'|f" _1.'1111 [E] R L8R EN T
In Dhitch the main verb comes second in a simple sentence; all
ather verbs are placed at the end of the sentence. Note this is
dilferent w the word order in English, as shown below.
saelaert miain verh ather frarls abher verdish
Ik #al je morgen bellen. |
*7 will VOLL LEHIOUTow phone.
Note that a reference to time is usually placed hefore a reference
i place or direction. A reference 1o manner takes position
bemween those two.
finee R flace/divection
1k hreny je MOTEen op de fiets naar het station
| hring vou | tomormow o the hike to the station,

frversion

When the subject and verb change places, they are said 1o be
inverted, In English inversion is mainly restricted to questions.

In Dutch however, inversion also occurs when the sentence begins
with a part other than the subject.




it/ flace niEin oerl suhjoct |

Maorgen konm ik.

* Tomorrow o .

Op e marky kg ik aroenie.

# At the market buy I vegetables,

; B

The interrogative sentence

Most interrogative sentences are inverted. An inverted question
begins either with the main verb or with an interrogartive (e.g. why,
when, where).

iR el sufefert
; 5 1
|. : ‘ |
Mag | ik iets VIAgen? :
* May [ 1 something askr
Interromiine meain verd stilijert
OV Bl |
5 = v - |
Wanneer | kom je naar Nederland? |
" When I '

Come Vi oy the Netherlands?

1.3

When the interrogative is the subject of the sentence, no inversion
oCcurs,

Wi is daar? Wha is there?

The imperative sentence

The imperative can express a command, an instruction or an
invitation. In this ywpe of sentence the main verb comes first.

Pas op! Watch out!
Kook de groente, Cook the vegetables,
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Exercise

Split up the sentent
subject and the main verb.

Fxcermfrle
Ik / reis / meestal / mel che trein.

1 John wacht op het station.
Wil je een appel?

5 De kat slaapt in de storcl.

4 Mijn vriend woont in Frankrijk.

r Morgen gaal de volgende wein.

5 Waar kom je vandaan?

= Kom je mel de trein naar huis?

8 Ik ga bij de bakker brood halen.

g Tk ga vanavond met ecn vriend naar de stad.
10 Ik vind jou niet aardig.

o

Change the sentences into questions. Change
simple senilences.

Exercise

Fxamfule
Julian zwemt in het meer.
Zwemit Julian in het Meer?

1 Tanja luistert naar de radio,

o Komit hij uit Amsterdam?

g Alle foto’s zijn Fwari-wit.

4 Ken je haar goed?

5 Hebben alle Nederlanders planten in liis?

(i 7e eten elke vrijdag vis.

7 Ze koml vanavond laar thuis,

8 Begint de cursus om acht nur?

g De mafel staat in het midden van de kamer.

147 Ligt Groningen in het noorden van
Nederland:
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¢ into different parts and underline the

I/ wavel / mostly / by train.

John waits at the stakion.

# Want vou an apple?

The cat sleeps in the chair

My friend lives in France.
# Tomorrow goes the next Lrain.
# Where come you [romm?

# Come vou by train home?

# [ go from the baker bread fetch.
I go tonight with a fricnd to wown.
# | find you not nice.

qm*stinnxiulu

Julian swims in the luke.
# Swims Julian in the lake?

Tanja listens (o the radio.
% Comes he from Amsterdam?
All photographs are black and white,

# Know vou her well?
# Flave all the Dutch plants in their
house?
They eat fish every Friday.
# §he comes this evening late home.
&=

Starts the course at cight o’clock?

# The table stands in the middle of the
FOOIT.

# Lies Groningen in the north of the

Netherlands?




Y

Change the word order by placing a reference o time, manner,
s Py ()
place or direction at the beginning of the sentence.

Fxample
Lo gaat elke week naar de bioscoop. # She goes every week to the cinema.
Every week goes she to the cinemi.

»

Elke week gaat ze naar de bioscoop.

1 Kitty koopt fruit op de markt. Kitty buvs fruit in the market.
2 Hij vertelt dat verhaal elk jaar He tells that story every year.
5 e wonen sinds iwee maanden in het dorp.  * Thev live [or the last two months in the
village.
4 We raan vanmiddag naar de tentoonstelling. * We go this alternoon to the exhibition.
5 Meneer Albers fietst altijd naar het werk, * Mr Albers cycles alwayvs to work.
0 Mevrouw Van Dam cet cen broadje in de Mrs Van Dam eats a sandwich in the
tuin. garden,
7 Marlies gaat met de taxi naar huis. # Marlies goces by taxi home.
8 Her monster van Loch Ness woont in * The monster of Loch Ness lives in
Schotland, Sconlandd.
g Piel geelt vanavond een concert. % Pict gives tonight a concert.
1o Mijn vrienden gaan straks naar Nijmegen,  * My [riends go later to Nijmegen,

15



2.1

Personal pronouns

1k zie hem. I see him.

Dutch, like English, has personal pronouns: three persons in

singular and in plural. The lirst person is the person speaking
{£: we), the second pe
third person is the one vou are speaking aboul (he, she, it; they).

rson is the person spoken (o (you), and the

As in English each person has a subject-form (/) and an object-
form { me).
The Dutch pvrmnnli Pronouns are:

sufiject olyert
singular 151 [ErSOn ik I me (mij) | me
end person | je (i), u® VO | je (jou),v* | you
ard person | hij, he hem him
ze (zij), she Tznaar her
het it het it
plural 15L person wie (wij) W it s
endd person | jullie Vi jullie VoL
| grd person | ze (zij) they | ze | them

* [Iis the polite form of yoe. This torm is normally used o address
strangers and older people.

Some of these personal pronouns have two forms. One of them is
the official form (in the table this is placed between brackets), the
other form is the one that is commonly used. The official pronoun
is used only to emphasise:

Fe grmat naar huis. She goes haome.
Zij maat naar huis. She goes home.

18




2.2

Regular verbs: the present tense
Ik ficts. I am cycling. / I cycle.

The present tense of the verb is used if you want 1o indicate that
something is taking place at this moment. This form is compa-
rable with the present continuous in English (f am walking).
Almaost all Dutch verbs end in -en {(werken, vinden, fieisen, ewc.). In
order to conjugate the whole verb (the infinitive), vou have (o
take away the -en. This gives you the main part of the verh, which
15 called “the stem'”,

infinittoe: aerken (fo work) sfewm: wwerl
singular L. ik werk (stem]

e A werkl (stem + -0

g hi) /ze / het werkt {stem 4 -f)
plural 1w |

e |
2 jullie werken (stem + -en)
% e I
So there are actually three verb-forms in the present tense: the

stem, the stem + -f and the stem + -en.
The main verb loses its - after an inversion of the second person
singular (fe/jij). This rule is not 1o be applied 1o the polite «.

Jij werki You are working. / You work.
Werk jij? Are vou working? [/ D vou work?
Werkt u? Are you working? / Do you works

Mow simple sentences can be constructed:

Ik werk. I work.

Hij fietst. He cycles.

R je? Are you coming?
Het regent. It is raining.

Note that Duich, as a general spellingrule, never has two identical
leters at the end of a word. Therefore the stem ol the verb rennen
15 7ET.
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2.4

Furthermore, Dutch words never end in - or -z These letters are
always spelled as -fand -5 at the end of a syllable. Comsequently,
the stem of wizen is spelled reis.

Look at section 5.1 [or other spelling-rules.

Irregular verbs: the present tense

Ik ga. I am going. / 1 go.

A few Duteh verbs do not end in -en, but are otherwise regular.
In order to find the stem -n is taken away instead of -en.

gaan (o go) Tk g Je gaar. ol
slaan (1o hit) [k sla. Je slaat. etc.
staan (00 stand) Ik st Jee staan. .
doen (1o do) Ik doe. Je doet. et
giem (Lo see) 1k zic. Je zict. elc.

A number of verbs are irregular in the present tense, such as
defiders, zijn and kemeen, A list of these verbs can be found in

appendices 1 and 2.

The imperative

Ga weg! Go away!

The imperative is used to express an order, an encouragement, an
instruction or an invitation. The second persons singular and
plaral can be addressed by this form. However, the second person
singular is the most commonly used, Note that the verb in thar
case loses s -

Luister goaed. Listen carefully.
G door! o om!
Kook de groente, Cook the vepetables.

20



In the imperative form with « the verb retains its -

Fomt u binnen. Come in.
H 25 Reflexives
Ik was me. I wash myself.

Reflexive verbs need an object which relers to their subject. This is
called the reflexive pronoun,

You will find the conjugation of the reflexive verb zich wassen (1o
wersh oneself] helow.

sulyect reflexiue verl reflexciow fnonn
i
singular |
| Ik Wils | me. [ waash miyselt.
z Je /U WSt je / rich, Yo wash voursell,
5 Hij / Ze / Het Wilst zich. He / She / It washes
himself [/ hersell / iself.
Plural
1 We WSS TN We wash onrselves.
£ Jullie WHSSET] je. You wash vourselves.
E Lo WASSEN #ich, They wash themsclves,

For the exercises below vou may need a dictionary. Verbs can not be

found in a dictionary in conjugated form, Look for the infinitive.

Exercise n

Give the stem of the following verbs and translate.

1 rennen 6 begrijpen
2 WASSEN 7 rocpen
4 vinden 8 vangen
4 doen 0 worden
5 zitten 10 hebben
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Exercise

Translate the following sentences and find the infinitive of each

verh.

1 Hij houed
Ik zock.
Zij lachen.
Het hangt.
Ze doet,

] QY O R

Exercise

Translate into Dutch,

1 He eveles.

o 1 think.

3 We work.
She sces.

r  They wish.

Exercise

Complete the formm.

Lxamfue
Zich gedragen (to behave oneselt)

1 Fich verdedigen (1o defend oneself)
s Zich vergissen (1o be mistaken)
g Zich haasten ((o hurry)
4 fich wassen it wash onesell)
5 Zich verslapen (10 oversleep)
6 Zich schamen (1o be ashamed)
7 Zich bedenken (to change one’s mined}
4 Zich herinneren (to remember)
g Zich verstoppen (1o hide onesell)
10 Zich verwonden (to hurt oneself)

=3

Wij brengen.
Hij mioet.
Ruik je het?
7 Het blijkt.

y War rep je?

0 =]

1

i They help.
He answers.

e |

4 Are you langhing:
g [watch.
1o Do it

JUIE cncemmaraeesos wrnees
Jullie gedragen e

Hij

Je

fe

Ik

We

Jullie

Tk

We

Jeoo ol L2 A
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m 3.1

de lucht the sky

Nouns refer o persons, animals or things. Sections %.1.1 and
4.1.5 will explain how plural nouns and diminutives are formed.
Section 3.1.2 covers the spelling of plurals.

Forming of plurals

de wolken the clouds

A plural noum can be recognised by its ending. The most commaon
ending is -en (e.g. wolk - walken)

Most other nouns have a plural ending of -s or -5, the general
rules for which are given below.

Write an -s hehind the noun if the noun ends in unstressed -, -/,
I T

vader vaders (lather)

hondje hondjes {small dog)

Write - s hehind the noun if the noun ends in one vowel:
-, -, -t =1L OT 4.

aulo aulo’s (car)

hoblw hobhby's {hobhy)

A limited number of nouns have -eren as a plural ending. The ones
most frequently used are listed below.

hlad bladeren (leaf)
el eieren {egg)
kall kalveren {call)
kind kinderen (child})
lam lammeren (Lanb)
rundd runderen {0x)
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m 312

Spelling of plurals

200mn, ZOonen 50m, S0ns

The spelling-rules presented in this section apply to the spelling of

nouns and adjectives and can also be applied 10 verhs.

The kev to correct spelling lies in the pronunciation ol vowels, As

a rule, vowels are pronounced the same in the plural as they are

1
the singular.

Svllables can end in a vowel (an open syllable) or in a consonant
(a closed syllable). A vowel in an open syllable is pronounced long
i fa), whereas a vowel in a closed svllable is pronounced shori
{man). In order to get a long sound in a closed svllable, the vowel
should be doubled (meaan, meaand).

In words consisting of more than one svllable, the pronunciation
of the vowel {(whether it is long or short) is determined by the
number of consonants.

If a word in singular has a short vowel, then the doubling of the
consonant cnsures the vowel is pronounced the same in plural.

man IMEAT-11€11

If & word in singular has a long vowel, only one vowel and one
CONSONANT are eCessary i” E]Il""ﬁll.

INHAET WE-Nen
I a word ends in two different consonants, the pronunciation will
not be affected by the addition of -en, This also applies tw words

that carry a diphrhong.

maand maan-tlen
hoelk hoe-ken
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In the table below, in which the three last letters of a word are
shown, ¢stands [or consonant, o lor vowel and dd for diphthong
(i.e. a combination of two different vowels). Svllables are divided
by a hyphen (-).

singrtbar Jleereed
ove (man) — oVeC + -en .I (man-nen) {man)
|
v [ maan) —+ v + -en | (ma-nen) {Tmoan )
voo  (maand) -+ Voo I -en i {(maan-den) {month)
1 %
dde  { badk) — LI Fi + - (bore-ken ) { ook

Make plural nouns.

I OOr
2 kies

5 nagel
i lip
5 neus
B oog

7 been

8 vinger

0} bt
1er tand

{car)
{maolar)
(nail)
(lip}
(o)
[eye)
(lewy
(finger)
[ bhone)
(tooth)

The letters v and = only occur at the beginning of a syllable,
Elsewhere they are spelled as -fand -5

wolf wol-ven {woll)
briefl bric-ven (letter)
reis rei-een (journey)

A small number of plurals is irregular: the vowel either changes
from short to long, or the vowel changes completely. The most
lmporiant ones arc:

dag dagen {dav)

dak daken {rool)
glas glazen {glass)
Tat galen (hole)
weg WEECT) {road)
schip schepen (ship)
stad stexen {city)

slot sloten (lock)

Exercise B

11 meisje {gnirl)

12 jongen (o)

14 Vrouw {woman )

14 neet {nephew/cousin)
15 opa {grandfather)

16 kind {child)

17 baby {hahby)

15 man (man)

Ly tantle {aunt)

an onder [parent)
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Exercise

Make singular nouns.

1 fabrieken (lactories) 11 straten (streets)
¢ kantoren {ofTices) 1% SIraatnamen (street names)
a gebouwen {buildings) L4 NLITINeTs (numbers)
4 flats {Mats) 1.4 wegen {roads)
5 huizen {houses) 15 pleinen (squares)
6 kamers {rooms) 16 rotondes (roundabouts)
7 hallen {halls) 17 stegen (alleys)
8 villa's {villas) 18 lantaarnpalen i(street lights)
O EArages {warages) 1 grachien (canals)
Lo -.~.'4':nr.|h: e {house hoats) 2o bruggen (bridoes)
B 313 Diminutives
een dorpje a small village

Dutch can add a suffix () to the noun indicating that the objec
or subject is small or litle. The new word which is formed this way
is called a diminutive.

Jas {coat) jasje (Jacket)
kerk {church) kerkje (small church)

hrief (letter) briefje (mote)

If this canses difficulties in pronunciation then one or two extra
letters are added. The main examples of this are listed below.

1 In the tollowing cases -fje is added:

a  Afer a long vowel or a diphthong,

idee ideetje (icdea)
Ia laatje (drawer)
koe koctje [cow)

b After a long vowel or a diphthong followed by -4 -n, -ror -w,

verhaal verhaaltje (story)
schoen schoentje (shoe)
deur deurtje (door)
cluw duwtje (push}
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4

3 B N I

¢ Afier words ending in unstressed oL -en or -er.

tatel tateltje (table)
oVEnN oventje [oven)
kamer kamertje (room)

2 Add -efje after a short vowel followed by 1, -m, -n, -ngand -r.
Keep the spelling-rules in mind (section g.1.2).

vel vellege {picce of paper skin)
bonm bommetje ( bomly)

man mannetje {man)

ring ringetje {ring)

brar barretje {bar)

3 Add pje to all other words ending i -

hoom hoompje (tree)
riet rempje (belt)
(lm flilmpje i film)

Exercise m

Ciive the diminutive.

trap B min
schuur 7 dewr
balkon 8 dak
dakgoot g drempel
kst 10 raam

Exercise

Translate into English.

tafelije 6 minuutje
kaartjes 7 bureautje
snocpje B snectje
kraantje 0 pompje
broodje 10 hootje
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B IER)

Make plural diminutives.

I IMessen (knives) 6 bekers {mugs)
2 vorken (forks) 7 kommen {bowls)
5 borden iplates) # schalen {travs)
lepels [Sponns) g bakvormen {baking shapes)
5 koppen fcups) 10 pannen {pans)
m 3.2 Articles

de stad, het plein, een huis  the city, the square, a house

Dtch has three articles. One of them is indefinite (een). I can be
translated to the English o or an. The other two are delinite (het,
de), They are equivalent to the English the

m 321 The indefinite article

een kamer 4 room

The Dutch indefinite article is sen, It makes the noun which i
precedes indefinite, unspecified.

Daar «it een kat. There is a cat.

Duich drops the indefinite article before professions and
nationalities.
In plural the sentence gets a generalising character.

Zij is student, She 15 a student,

Ik ben Mederlander. I am Dutch.

Kinderen kijken veel v Children watch a lot of tv
29



m 322 The definite article
het huis, de kamer the house, the room
Unlike English. Dutch has two definite articles: deand het. They
specify a person, animal or thing. Deis used for feminine (v) and
masculine (m) nouns and all plurals, fetis used for neuter (e
nouns in singular
m/v o
singular ile het
plural e e

Mast Dutch words are ‘dewords’. It is hard to give rules for the use
of deand het. However, a few can be given.

Diminutives always have fut,

de stoel het stoeltje i chair)

e tatel het tafeltje (tahle)

If the infinitive of a verb is used 25 a noun then the article is fef.
het eten (dinner)

het leven (hife)

Words in plaral always have de.

het hus de huizen {honse)
de pen de pennen {pen)
het stoeltje de sioelijes {little chair)

Persons have de.
de vrouw (the woman}
de tandarts {the dentist)

There is one exception:

het kind (the childd)
To be certain you use the right article, it is best 1o consult a dictio-

nary. A good dictionary indicates the gender by placing an m
{masculine), v (feminine) or o (neuter) behind the noun.
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Exercise m

Fill in the correct article. Use a dictionary it necessary.

1 ... Oma L1 .. sport

2 ... krant 12 ... biertje

g ... ijsje 13 ... geluid

4 -~ bussen 14 ... werk

g ... hois 15 ... [ets

G ... hoek 16 . plano

7 ... elen 17 ... gitaar

8 ... bureaus 18 . concert

q ... stoelje 14 ... kamer
10 ... televisie 20 ... winier
B 3.3 Negations

Geen, niet No, not

Dutch uses two words for negation: geen and niel. They are loosely
comparable to the English negations xe and ot

B 331 Geen

Ik heb geen geld. I have no money.

Coeen 18 used when the article is indefinite (een) or when there is no
article at all. Pur geer before the noun.

Ik heb een hond. I have a dog.

Ik heb peen hond. I do not have a dog.

Hij geeft haar bloemen, He gives her flowers,

Hij geeft haar geen bloemen. He does not give her flowers.
31



E 332

Niet

1k ben niet gek. I am not crazy.

Niet is used o negate the whole sentence or a part of it: a verb, an
adverh, an adjective or a reference to ume, manner, place or
direction.

In 2 main clause nief is usually placed directly after the combina-
tion main verb-subject and before the part of the sentence that is
negated.

Ik werk nict. 1 clo not work.

Di¢ trein gaat niet regelmatig, The train doesn't go regularly.
Mijn tuin is niet grool, My garden is not big.

Ze gaat nict naar de stad, She does not o into lowi.

Niet is usually placed alter an object ora reference to tme.

After an obhject:

Wi kopen het huis. We buy the housc.
We kopen het huis niet, Wwe do not buy the house.

After a reference to Hime:

Zie gaan volgend jaar naar Japan. Next year they will go to Japan,
e gaan volgend jaar niet naar Japan. Next year they will not go to Japan.

However, niet will never oceur before subject and main verb.

Diat huis kopen we niet. We clo ot by that house.
Volgened jaar gaan ze nict naar Japar. Next vear they will not go to Japan.
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Exercise m

Negate.

1 Ik g naar de stad.
= "5 Avonds leest ze de krant.
3 We vinden de tekenfilm leuk.
{ De lamp is kapot.
5 Orom Harry maakt een lange wandeling.
6 De kat ligt op het bed.
7 Ik luister graag naar de radio,
8 We hebben cen swembad in de tuin,
g Nederlanders fiesen veel.
10 Hij pakt het boek van de tafel.

H 34 Demonstratives

deze straat, dit plein

this street, this square

Dutch has four different demonstratives: deze, die, dit and dat.

Twao of them are used for masculine and feminine nouns (de) and
two for neuter singular nouns { hef).

Demonstratives refer o the relative distance (close by or far away)
between the person speaking and the object the speaker is talking

abounr.
strrrafor pleerel

de - words (m/) |
close (s, these) deze deze
far (that, those) die | dic
fiet - words ()
close (s, these) it | deze
Far {theat, thos) clan | die
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Give the plural,

deze kat

dit huis

dat programma
dere boom

Die school is groot en deze school
15 klein.

Dat huis heeft cen tnin.

Dt huis heeft cen garage.

Die zijn grappig, deze niet!

That school is big and this school
is small,

That house has a garden.

This honse has a parage.

Thaose are funny, these are not!

Note that if you want to refer 1o an object or subject in plural
which is mentioned in the same sentence, dif and deat are used.
In English this is translated by they, these or these.

Dit zijn mijn boeken.
Dat zijn aardige jongens.
Dat zijn grote planten.

=]

These are my books,
They are nice boys,
Thase are big plants.

die computer

7 deze tango
8 dit glas

g die buurman

dit beeld 10 datei
Exercise m
Translate into English,
Ze vindt die honden eng. 6 Ze wil die scooter graag kopen.

Dieze fiets s erg snel.
it huis is prachtig.

Dar glas is te groot.

7 Geloofl je dat smoesje?
8 Dat zijn vieze ramen.
Die kinderen komen te laat. g Ik vind dat pedrag niet normaal.

10 Deze wegen zijn slecht
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Translate into Dutch.

Exercise

1 Those children are having fun. 6 That is a good idea.

2 I donot know those men. 7 These are the neighbours.
4 The library is not in this street. B This time I win,

4 This knife is sharp and that knife is blunt. g Do vou know that film?

5 These questions are difficult. 10 We pretfer that house.

H 351

Adjectives

groot big

An adjective adds information to the noun. For instance, in the
sentence “That is a beautiful city.”, beaufifid says something about
the city.

The inflection of adjectives

ecn grote stad a big city

If an adjective is used before a definite noun, it is formed
{inflected) by adding an -¢ in singular as well as in plural.

het prappige kind the funny child
de mooie jongens the good-looking hovs

When a neuter noun has an indelinite article or no article ar all,
na -#1s added in the singular.

een grool huis a big house

koud water cold water
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deeword e
|"r'H—| ————— = | adjective + -+
heawond het 4
| e — | ljective without -+ |

Adjectives based on materials (e.g. gold, iron, wood) end with -#n.
They are unchangeable.

de gouden ring the gold ring
cen houten huois a wooden honse

[inks (left) and reehis (right) end in -erwhen they are placed in
front of the noun. Furthermore they are always written as one word.

mijn linkerhand my left hand
aan de rechrerkant on your right

If an adjective is not placed directly before the noun, it is not
inflected:

Het kind is grappig. The child is funny.

D jongens zijn mooi. The hoys are good-looking.
m 35.2 The comparative

Deze stad is groter. This city is bigger.

The ending of the comparative is -erfe). Apply the rules for the
adjectives 1o form the comparative.

dun = dunne dunner{e} (thinner)
grool — grote groter{e) (bigger)
kort = korte korter(c) (shorter)
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Add a «f betore the comparative ending il the adjective ends in -

duur dunrder (more expensive)
rwanr awaarder (heavier)
ver verder (further)

To form a comparison vou use the construction adjective + -erfe) +
e

D sroel is groter dan die. This chair is bigger than that one.

Het bos s kleiner dan de seadd. The forest is smaller than the cite

If vou wani 1o indicate that two things or persons are equal, vou
use the construction uel zo / even + adjective + als.

Hij 15 net 2o groot als zijn vader. He is (just) as big as his father,
Ze fietst even hard als haar broer.  She cycles (just) as fast as her
brother.
B 353 The superlative
de grootste stad the biggest city
The ending of the superlative is -si(e ).
Zij is het grootst. She is the biggest.
Diaar staat de oudste boom, Ower there is the oldest tree,
As in English a few comparatives and superlatives are irregular:
camfnraive sufierlalioe
gFraag liever liefz (like — prefer — prefer the most)
goed beter best {good = better — best)
vl ITseT meeest {manv/ much — more — maost}
weinig minder minst {little = less = least)
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Exercise E
Fill in.

1 geel Eenl ... jasje. e jasjes Het jasje is .oeee

2 blauw Dieze o..coon jurk. Een........ jurk BFt Jurken.

g Fwart e e broek,. e brocken. Die brocken #Hjn .......

4 wit Dk truitje. Bemi i Lritje. De truitjes z1jn ...

5 groen Deze .o jas. e JAsSsCTL De jassen 210 ...

b rood Deze ... hoed | e hoed. Die hoed is ...

7 paars Ditos overhemed. Een ....... overhemd. Dat overhemd is ...

8 bruin Deze ....... schoen. e schoenen. Die schocnen Zij ...

0} gTijs Een ... pak. Het....... pak. Dit pak is ...

10 kleurrijk B jack. He i jack. Dat jack 15 ..o
Exercise m

Form comparative and superlative.

comjuiralie superlatioe

1 aardig
= lekker
g vecl

q dik

5 laat

6 druk

7 goed

8 gezellig
g slecht
10 Ver

Exercise m

Find a mistake in each of the following sentences.

1 De lucht is vandaag blauw dan gisteren.

2 In het gezellig restaurant kunnen jullic kleurige drankjes krijgen.

5 Die goedkoop winkel heelt lekkere broodjes.

4 In het mooie park staat cen lelijke standbeeld.

5 Dure schoenen lopen niet altijd goede.

6 De buurman heeft een klein wondje aan het linkse oor.

- Het meisje knijgt een goude ring.

3 Deze tafel hier is veel zwarer dan die tafel daar.

g De Brugstraat is de tweede straat aan uw linker hand.
10 Zijn jongste broertje heeft een grotere hoofidje dan zijn oudere zusje.
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m 3.6

Translate into Dutch.

Adverbs

langzaam slowly

An adverb adds information to a verb or an adjective.

Hij lesospmt sreel, He walks quickly.
Het is eon erg mooi boek. It i% a very nice book,

An adverb can also add information o another adverh. It then
cither indicates a degree or intensifies the other adverb.

De baby slaapt bijna nooit, The baby hardly ever sleeps.
Ze loopt erg langzaam. She walks very slowly.
Tk vind het fewarm, I find it too hot.

Unlike adjectives, from which adverbs are often derived, adverbs
never change their form.
Most adverbs indicate a time, a manner, a place or a degree,

's Morgens eet ik alifd brood. [always eat bread in the moming,
Ik herinner me het lasendig. I remember it vividly.

LI gmaat bij het kruispunt rechtdosr.  You go straight on at the crossing.
De baby slaapt bijre The baby is almost asleep.

A list of frequently used adverbs can be found in appendix 4.

Exercise m

1 My aunt lives downstairs.

2 Are you ready?
5 [ usually eat bread in

the morning.

{ There are oo many people.

5 Is it really true?
6 He weighs very litle,
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7 We are nearly home,

8 She never sleeps.

g They watch too much .
10 He wants about 4 kilos of apples.

m 3.7

m 371

Possessives

mijn

There are several ways in Dutch 1o indicate possession of an object

my

or subject. This section shows how.

The possessive pronoun

mijn vriend

Possessive promnollis canine

my friend

1 be inflected, except for ons / onze (this
possessive follows the rules given for adjectives — see section §.5.1 ¥

g e S A

frersonal frronoin prersomal fronoin fssessive frroronn indeperedent
sulject form alejert form Jrossessive oot
1 ik e /i mijn de / het mijne
g je /7 je 4 jon je / jouw de / het jouwe
u u 1w de £ het uwe
g hij hem 2ijn de / het zdjne
e/ 7j haar haar de / het hare
het het zijn de / het ajne
1 owe S wi Qs ons J onee de / het onze
2 jullie qullie jullie
hun hun e / het hunne

Is it jourw jas?

We doen het op onee manicr.

Heh je ons adres?

Is this your coat?

We o it onr way.

Do you have our aclelress?

40




m 372

m 373

m 374

The construction using van

een vriend van mij a friend of mine

Van is nsed with the object-lform of the personal pronoun.

Is dewe jas van jou? Is this coat yours?
Dit his is veel groter dan datvan This house is considerably bigger
jullie, than vours.

The independent possessive pronoun

de jouwe yours

As in English, Dutch possessives can be nsed on their own
{independently). This is achieved by adding an -¢ and using the
delinite article,

“Van wie is die jas?’ “Whose coart is that:”

‘Dat is de mijne.” “That is mine.’

MNames
Johns buurman John's neighbour

Generally, if vou want to use the name of a person i a IRSCSSIVE

construction, simply add an -5 10 that name.

Wanneer is Piets verjaardag? When is Piets birthdayz
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Dutch never has two of the same consonants or vowels (except -ee)
at the end of a word. Names ending in -5 therefore get an apo-
strophe instead. This rule also applics o names of a toreign origin
ending in < or -x

Hans' kamer is te huar Hans room is for rent.
Inex” hond blaft veel. Inez's dog barks a lot

Names that end in a vowel {-a,-,-0,-u,-y) are followed by -5 The
apostrophe here is a substitute for the extra vowel you need to
ensure that the preceding vowel is pronounced long,

Mario's accent is bijna weg. Maric’s accent is almost gone.
We gaan met Tanja’s auto, We're going with Tanja’s car.

Exercise E

Fill in.

L Datis ...... hoed. (ik)

2 We gaan vanavond naar ...... verjaardag, (hip)

3 Heh je ...... paspoort al? (je)

i vriendin gaat vanavond naar de film. (Peter)
5 ... pen ligt op tafel. (Anja)

6 Waar #ijn ... boeken® (jullie)

7 Wat is ...... lievelingssport? (u)

8 We gaan metl ...... auto. (1))

g Dit zijn ...... onders. (Nienke)
10 ...... brommer maakl veel lawaai. (Alex)

Exercise E

Translate into Dutch.

1 Is this one _t'n;}ur.‘s'r

¢ Whaose ook is this?

= My bike has no brakes,

4 Your brother is too late.

5 They work a lot in their big garden.
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b Tony's new discman is broken already.
7 Do vou have your sunglasses?
8 Her hair is very long.
g That is our fault.
10 Our girl is no angel.

m 3.8 Interrogatives

Wat zeg je? ‘What are you saying?

Interrogatives introduce questions. They usually take the firse
position in the interrogative sentence,

HE 2381 Wie
Wie zegt dat? Who says that?

The interrogative wie refers o persons only. It can be used with or
withiout a |>11*[Ju5i1iu|1.

a  Wiewithout preposition

Wie is used for persons, in singular as well as in phu:t].

Wie loopt daar? Who is walking over there?
Wie kan ik helpen? Who(m) can | help?
Wie aijn jullie? Who are you?

b Wiewith pr{*pﬂsilivn

Wie can be used in combination with a preposition; place the
preposition in front of it

Met wie spreck ik? Who(m) am | speaking to?
Van wie is dit broodje? Whose sandwich is this?
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H 382

H 383

i

f

Wat

Wat doe je? ‘What are you doing?

Wat without preposition

Wt is used tor things. In most cases it is like the English st

Wal zeg je? Wit are you saying?

Wat betekent dat? Whiat dloes that mean?

Wt with preposition

Wat changes into waarwhen combined with a preposition. Pat the

preposition at the end of the sentence or, it the sentence contains
more than one verb, before the last verb(s).

Waar denk je aan? What are vou thinking of?
Waar gaan 7¢ Over praien? What are they going to talk about?
Welk(e)

Welke dag van de week is het? Which day of the week is it?

Welkie) is often used before a noun. It is similar w which or whal.
Add an - to well unless itis used hefore a neuter, singular noun.

Welk programma vind je het leukstz What programme do you like most?
Welke programma’s vind je leuk?  Which programmes do you like?
Welke trein necm jer Which train do vou take?

Welke kies jer? Which one do vou choose?




m 384 Other interrogatives

Waarom? Why?

There is another group of words introducing a question: inter-
rogative adverbs. They cannot be inflected and must be placed at
the beginning of the sentence.

Waaram gaat Kitty niet met de trein? Why doesn’t Kity go by rain?

Wanneer kom je thuis? When are you coming home?
Waar ligt Groningen? Where is Groningen situated?
Hoe kom ik in Groningen? Haow do [ get 1o Groningens

Hoe can be extended in many ways. In a few cases they are spelled
as one word:

Hoelang How long
Hoeveel How much
Hocver How far
Hoe groot How hig
ERCCTeTiL

a  Correct the word order of the sentence. Start with the subject.
b Make a question using an inlerrogative instead of the underlined part of the sentence.

Example

De trein naar Groningen [/ over vijl minuten £ vertrekt.
a D trein naar Groningen vertrekt over vijl minuten.
b Hoe laat / wanneer vertrekt de trein naar Groningen?

1 in de vakantie / Karina / graag / letst
2 dit jaar / gaat / naar Belgié / g

4 mel de auto / gaat / ze / waarschijnlijk
4 ze / alleen / gaat

5 gaat [/ paar de Ardennen S ze

G ze / daar / blijft / (wee weken

7 daar / haar vriend / woont
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8 een week / logeren / ze / gaat / bip hem
g dat / vinedt / ze / heel leuk
aan hem / denkt

1o ze [/ vaak /

Exercise E

Translate into Duich.

1 Where are my keys?

z What are vou making?

2 How many sausages do you Want?

4 What are you waiting for?

5 Which do you want, this one or that one?
6 Why can’t you sleep?

7 Who wants another drink?

# Whaose bag is this?

0 When are they ready?
ter Which cup is yours?

H 39 Mixed exercises Chapter 1, 2, 3

Exercise E

Improve the word order of the following sentences,

1 e is in Groningen vorige week geweest.

2 We graagwillen kotfie.

5 Tk ga hem brengen naar het station straks,

{ Volgende week hij is jarig.

5 Ik ga mei de trein altjd.

i Flke morgen ik ga naar de stad.

Marieke vanavond op de fieis gaat naar het theater.

-

!
B In Frankrijk we wonen miet mecr.

1 Je kom morgenavond op haar feest?
10 De auto niet is kapol.
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Exercise

Find the misiake in the sentences bhoelow.

1 Het Kleinste vogelije pikt viug alle de broodkruimels.

2 Dag mijnheer, hoe gaat het met uprouw?

% Wie ziet hier ergens die groen jus van mij? f

4 Aan uw rechtse hand ziet u het gebouw van de Tweede Ramer
= Dic man zit elke avond aan dezelfide wlelje.

6 s Avonds zij loopt niel graag op straat.

7 In well straat woont de tandarts?

8 Hoe gaat het met jij?

g Sommige mens eten elke dag aardappels.
10 Een klein vuurtje veroorzaakl een gropte brand.

Exercise E

Translate into Dutch.

1 A lot of men are going to the concert tonight.
2 Where does vour cldest brother live?
2 Which book is yoursr
4 He knows Harry's sister. ‘
5 We prefer o drink black coffee,
6 This classical music is simply better than vour loud music.
7 5he does not swim very olten.
8 We do not have computer games.
g The little chairs are in the largest room.
10 He makes a lot of noise in the quiet park.
11 How many eges do you want?
12 We are not going into town tonight.
15 That is my uncle and this is my cousin.
1.4 My bike is in a small shed behind the house.
15 This tea is very cold!
16 My friend and [ are going to Mary’s party tomorrow.
17 We are the best team; we are a lot better than they are!l
18 They never go to the cheaper shops,
1 Almost everyone is here now,
20 Why do T always forget that programme?
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